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i Y RTOW 10O SHONR 1L impose
laer desire 1y allowad ‘l: |§;c W 100 StTong. \.\pul.\,“:);\ seve
araivial construnts upon ‘ SSion et
Grould be the poet’s chaet

Oac of the many cxccll}'ncc‘\.uf the cullcqion of
betore you is that it is entirely free of such constraints,
the one hand a member of one of Multan's most dlsungmshc d
famulies, and on the other, as all who have had the good fortun,
w spend tme in his company will know.ﬂu m\:yx'ot EXtraording .
povtic erudition in many languages. ”:L\.lblv\ Riza 'Gurdc_u has ng
need o look over his shoulder 1o reassure himself thyy hiy
chosen medium is actually worthy of his art, Insteaq he
addresses us boldly and directly showing himself 1o be the bor
poet that he is.

Pocy
Clng

The formal aspect of the poems in the present collectioy
1s perhaps something which will excite a good deal of Commep,
Their thythmic freedom is an ideal vehicle for the poet's lyric;\i
gentus, while being at the same time very carefully controljeq by
2 musical ear which is steeped in the patterns of the past. The
resultant style is a very personal one, as hopeful imitatorg will
find 10 their cost. But it i~ a style which seems 1o fit perfectly the
present staie of the Siraiki poetic tradition, poised ag it is
between the past and the future.

Such a styvle could probably only have been ey
man whose position and mature years
past, but whose kven poetic awareness
immured within it. Indeed this balance, itself a true mark of
pogtic maturity, is not merely a feature of the style in which
these poems are writen, for it lies at the very heat of their content
also.

olved by a
anchor him firmly to the
does not allow him to be

[t is no purpose of these brief remarks to undertake the
detailed analy

sis of the richly varied content of the poems
included in this collection, since this task has been most ably
accomplished by Mr. Ilyas Ishgie in his comprehensive Urdu
introduction.

Readers may, however, be assured that th
these pages the most varie

sensitivity, which imparts i
which it touches, Particularl

ey will find in
d expressios of a delicate poetic
ts individual tone to ever subject
y fine are those poems in which this

vy

-l

In )

Wity which elsewhere finds ;

_,cx\s\"r lyrical romanticism, dwelly uu ?"f:‘ *PTCSsion iy
e fortunately placed in society g o o o
|esS al of the poetry bCi\lIll'fu“y b[‘;dgc‘ the ) direcy
apPY ing acceptance of things g they are yg gy #4E the
umh“,.‘g‘ and the violent urge 1 .

the P

VAT APan ang g 0K Of
Jay well grow stronger in the futyre, P a0t s 3N thay
mad
Other poems are very differen in theme. 1
legince evocation of the past in the Old For:?:u‘;f;, ‘:;-&ﬁ
¢ ?ijoﬂuuy found particularly effective, Personal preferences for
)%;Fcfc‘“ poems, or for dif fcycm Kinds of Poetis, will of course
dl'ﬂ'cf- But this is a collcgnon which containg something for
it one, as all who read it atentively will be syre 1o discover
c'vcft)\"cmsclvcs. All who are familiar with Sirail poetry, past
1ord resent will certainly be ready to grant a special place 1o the
‘l‘\‘lm‘; of Hasan Raza Gardezi on the basis of this, his first

ollection of poems, and w'}ll hope for the speedy ap e of
fmothcr of comparable quality. Pt

C.Shackle.

London University
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The serious pursuit of an human, activ

oint where old hab; S S
per 10 2P be suffici s e PUIEnS of 4, So0ner or
ager felt 10 St OF satisfaciory g “COn are pg
0Pz s have to be made as to w -

‘ here b O at this py,
chot¢ tsin all ¢ e i CSLIO > Point
pistory ¢ thi af)ftcn brarcl)cl:ll?'mcs’ Wu.h their Manifo]g r}exh The

cvclopmendg Stions g out in quite unpre d,Pdttcms of
jnforeseen dire » Provides a particularly cla ICtable ang
s general rule. AT Instance of

The present situation of Sirajk; ;
xceptionally good illustration of an artil;icp 3221?;10[;: OV}’lfieS an
come to the crossroads of choice. Behind one stretch;V lcfh nas
away into the distance lies the poetry of the pz;st whosggs or up
i marked by the towering figure of Khwaja Farid Bultl'ns]:]n lt:
heights have not been re:glched again by these later poets wtclo
found themselye consirained by the magic of his creation to
continue working in the idiom set by him. And, so particularly

" in recent years, there he grown in Siraiki poetic circles the

feeling that the old highway is no longer adequate, and that fresh
paths need to be explored. After all, Mcltan and the
neighbouring cities of present day Pakistan are very different
places from the Mithankot of eighty years ago. -

It is certainly a sign of the health of the present state of
the Siraiki poetic tradition that there is no shortage of willing
explorers ready to proceed in fresh directions, whether they be
guided by the light of the national cultural hertage of Urdu
poetry, or by the enticing beacons of experimental modernism
characteristic of the English poetry of this century.

At the same time it needs also t0 be said the strength

evinced by this enthusiasm is all too often fz}lloweé:lcb{i élrlxe OSFItlﬁg
of inferiority induced in its writers by their per P

X ish to €Xpress
Present general status of their lan;‘é,.’uttig‘:t-1 rﬁguﬁ:flha ol pg‘ise_
Oneself in one's native language lihat this language is just as

Worthy. The desire merely to prove dvinced.

Capable as anyc(s)ltl:e?espz:ially those felt to I?C more a
eXpressing anything one Cho0SE>

Dralsgw()nhy,g but %,t is a good deal less 1
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