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THESE CAROLS
(Walt Whitman)

T h e s e  c a r o l s  s u n g  t o  c h e e r  m y  p a s s a g e  t h o u r g h  t h e

       world I See,

For completion I dedicate to the invisible World.
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AFTER THE DAZZLE OF DAY

(Walt Whitman)

After the dazzle of day is gone,

Only the dark, dark night shows to my eyes the stars:

After the clangor of organ majestic, or chorus, or perfect 

       band,

Silent, athwart my soul, moves the symphony true.
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I HAVE PERCEIVED

(Walt Whitman)
I have perceived that to be with those I like is enough,

To stop in company with the rest at evening is enough,

To be surrounded by beautiful, curious, breathing, 

laughing flesh is enough,

T o  p a s s  a m o n g  t h e m  o r  t o u c h  a n y  o n e ,  o r  r e s t  m y  a r m

e v e r  s o  l i g h t l y  r o u n d  h i s  o r  h e r  n e c k  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,

what is this then?

I do not ask any more delight, I swim in it as in a sea.

T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  i n  s t a y i n g  c l o s e  t o  m e n  a n d  w o m e n

a n d  l o o k i n g  o n  t h e m ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c o n t a c t  a n d  o d o r  o f

them, that pleases the soul well,

All things please the soul, but these please the soul well. 
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