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Polemics of History, Modernity and Counter-Memory

Jean Francois Lyotard

“The “politics” of extermination cannot be represented on
the political scene. It must be forgotten. The term fixed to
interminable must itself be forgotten, exterminated. For
the nightmare would continue in the memory even of its
end. Now. that the elimination of the forgotten must be
forgotten in order to be accomplished testifies to the fact
that the forgotten is always there. For it has never been

there in any other way than forgotten, and its forgetting
forgotten.

Walter Benjamin

“The Angel of History: his face is turned towards the past.
Where we perceive a chain of events, he sees one single
catastrophe which keeps piling up wreckage upon
wreckage and hurls it in front of his feet. The angel would
like to stay. awaken the dead, and make whole what has
been smashed. But the storm is blowing from the
Paradise: it has got hold of his wings with such violence
that the angel can no longer close them. This storm
irresistibly propels him into the future to which his back is

turned. while the pile of debris before him grows
skyward",

NOTE: “Ranbow Fragments™ is an endeavor to expose the readers
of Sunjaan” 1o the crtical tradition of western thought. i thas
edition the selected theme s "History. Modermity and Cougler
meimory (our comments are welcomed.
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Helner Muller

"The luckless angol: the past surges behind him, pouring
rubble on wings and shoulders thundering like buried
drums, while in front of him the future collects, crushes
his eyes, explodes his eyeballs like a star wrenching the
word in resounding gag, strangling him with its breath.
For a time, one slill sees the beating of his wings, hear
the crash of stones, falling before, above, behind him,
growing louder with each furious futile struggle,
weakening, lessening, as struggle subsides. Then the
moment closes over him. The luckless angel is silent,
resting in rapidly flooded space, waiting for history in
petrifaction of flight, glance, breath. Until the renewed
rush of powerful wings swelling in waves through the
stones signals his flight”.

“In order to get rid -of the nightmare of history, you first
have to acknowledge its existence. You have to know
about history. It would come back in the old-fashioned
way. as a nightmare, Hamlet's ghost. You have to
znalyze it first and then you can denounce it, get rid of it.
Very important aspects of our history have been

repressed for too long. “

David Hallowed

“In modernity, time measures a progress realized in
zccumulation, History dances the chant of victor: the
future is more. Like advertising, policy takes place in the
imagination of the future, where the rich live. The
geopolitics of time mark poor, the redundant, the
primitive, the remote, as cyphers of the past. City of God,
I said once. The national is always urban."
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“I dream | was a historian sitting on the rim overlooking
the wide bowl of the world. From the ceaseless activity of
the people tnere rose such clouds of dust and smoke that
| could seesnothing. | descended into the sea of humanity
to find myself clutching flotsam as the waves broke over
my head. | pronounced then a raspberry to reasons: in
the time of history it is already too late”.

Benedict Anderson

“Forgetting, | would even go so far as to say historical
error, is a crucial factor in the creation of a nation...Unity
is always effected by means of brutality.”

Sheila Rowbotham

“ The immigrant’s break with the past is decisive. The old
freezes into recollection. The new world is reality. And yet
the two worlds are still present in life as it is lived. Past
and present are geographically demarcated, yet still

conversant with each other. The immigrant is an observer
of relative cultures.”

Angelica Michelis

“1t is an illusion that you can leave your country behind
you. It was never outside of you, it inhabits every gesture,
every look you cast at the world.”

G.W.F. Hegel

We are no-one.

Just whites,
marooned in the East,
by history.
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Chashma Peoples Tribunal
(Opening Declaration)

We are those who are the losers in ‘development’. Those
who are not asked what development is, for whom
development is, and why development is. We are the
peoples of the Damaan known to others simply as the
‘affectees’ of the Chashma Right Bank Irrigation Canal,
Stage lll — there have already been two stages of
destruction prior to this. We are those who live that world
of glossy pamphlets and annual reports boasting
abundant waters and high yields and new and wonderful
crops for faraway markets. And we stand here to
announce that this is but a virtual world, a world existing
only in pages.

For centuries we have learned to live with this land, in
hardships, but with a knowledge that allowed us to build
our community, a relationship to a land and its waters
that defines our very being. The languages of the land
have taught us to how .to cherish and harness the hill
torrents brought by the rains to provide us sustenance.
And in doing so we became the knowledge that allows
this land to live and us to live as it.

Note: The people of Damman and engaged aclivists have recently decided
to establish the Chashma Peoples Tribunal. The Chashma Peoples Tribunal
15 an alternative history project aiming to demystly the  dommant notion of
development, otate  and international  linancial — assistance Wao we
presenting the opening declatation of the Tnbunal lor wider dissemination
Asad Faroog Co ordinator of Peoples  Tabunal s tha author ol the opamig
declaration
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Many people have passed through this land yet we have
sustained this relationship with the land. These ‘others’
who came brought new languages and challenged us
with their minds and methods — but they were others and
we maintained our own.

Today we are challenged by the very people who claim
that they are ‘'us’ — from Lahore and Islamabad - with
their one language. that of development. A development
that ceases to learn from the land but believes that it can
claim the power of nature and control the languages of
the land. building dams and canals with the promise to
control the flows of water and provide power and water
for faraway. and near lands. These dams that they
design and the canals that snake our lands refashion the
very hills that shape the sky but they drink more than
both the sky and the land can yield. Sucking the very life
from these lands and ignoring the ways the land has
taught us to catch and use its bounty.

Their brother in arms is the Bank in Manila. The dreaded
Bank. with its army of consultants from across the globe,
helped make this vision, this destruction, a reality.

The cost of the arrogance of such designs is being paid
by our lives. The poverty of our being bears testimony to
the height of this price. They moved us off our lands with
promises of better lands and compensations. They tore
us apart from the land that carries our blood, our history,
our culture, our livelihood - ripping the Damaan into two,
separating our peoples from each other as some gained
and most lost, The Damaan now lies dormant, the floods
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cease to be our sustenance and water once cherished
embattles our very survival as we are enslaved by the
arbitrariness and corruption of those who to control the
canal waters.

Our homes and our histories are now buried. And we are
lost. There are no alternative lands. And we search for
somewhere to go. There is no compensation. Abundant
lies of abundances. And the biggest lie? The lie of
development.

When we speak of our suffering, when we sit outside
their offices and fast they claim to listen and burying us
with their committees and their numbers and their
calculations. they tell us we will be compensated — one
wonders what compensation, price, will ever be possible
for alienation from our very being. But nothing changes.
And the Bank people travel the world espousing the
religion of development, carrying pictures of us as
testimony of the power of this religion, but they are silent
pictures our voices of suffering are silenced.

And now we stand and refuse to be silent. We say
enough.

We stand now to bring our justice to the perpetrators of
the destruction that has been wrought. We take the
Government and the Bank to our court, to hear them talk
in our court, to answer our questions. To lay out the
story('s) of truth in which they trampled their own false
legalities and procedures and subsumed our beings to
their exercises of Power.
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We stand now to have our say in this game of
development. We refuse to play. We stand to question
the idea of development that has colonised so many
minds and hearts. the idea that such monstrous dams
and canals ease hardship and suffering, ours or of those
in faraway lands - ideas that still animate vivid
developmental imaginations inscribed on our lands with
the Kachhi Canal and the Gomal Dam. In this court our
voices will tell of the bankruptcy of a development that
scars landscapes and mindscapes.

We stand now quiet simply to reclaim our beings — to
reclaim our lands, our histories, our lives and our human
futures.

And we invite concerned sisters and brothers to stand
with us and share in our voicing.

Signed the Peoples of the Damaan
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