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"River is dry (drawn into dams), and boat is stuck in sand,

The whole public is cettled on river bank,
No more flavour (khushboo) in the water,

O, God be there rain,

Be there rain, on all lands,
Rain enough that all people can bath in (have Ashnan),

The water itself, the fish, the riversides bath in,

Let flow again the mighty Indus, Vias and all rivers,

The Bhanbhore of Sasi bath in, and so does Punoon,

The Thakht Hazara bath in and so does Heer and Ranjhan,

O, God be there rain, be there life".
m Saeen Rifat Abbass's book “Ishq Allah Saeen Jagia Kafian, p-38 & 77)

(A kafi fru

-

Kihals - in control of rescue operation in Layyah during June-~July 2005 floods in Indus.
Due to los of forest, fish and Indus waters, 60% of Kihals have lost there boats.

“This document is an output from  project funded by the UK Department
for Intemational Development (DFID) for the benefi of developing countries.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of DFID".
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Intfoduction —_
e the oral testimonies - stories of |ggg of livel;
fhese & atization of identities — of ingig velihood

ol | enous people
an :’ It stands important lo share what we garneq gurirsf
“1duco°||ecii0n of these oral testimonies: .
the

every living being is capable t
m;nunicate itself. Representation is, m
;?easure or need of those who claim

others.

Two, ‘jaen tan lagi so tan' janney, dojey galaan karan
sukhalian’ (a couplet from kafi of Shah Hussain Madhoo Lal)
_ The one who suffers, only s/he knows and can express

ihe sufferings; other can hardly understand suffering they
never been through.

Three, truth can never be milked through formal interactions
and methods (research tools). Only an informal rather
personal relationship with nature and its citizens (the lands,
forests, plants, flowers, birds, waters, people etc) extended
to times of pain and pleasure lead to truth. These oral
testimonies though collected during 2005-06, but only after
an informal and personal relation and friendship with these
riverine communities stretched between 1997-2005.

We publish these oral testimonies in local language i.e.
Seraiki, for two reasons: One, that local population has the
first right over their knowledge; Two, that local population
aways have the primary responsibilities of realizing and
Understanding the woes of their neighbouring communities
and hence addressing them amicably. We have tried to
Uanslate these testimonies into English just to share it with
non-Seraiki friends and human rights activists. Whether we
Succeeded in this endeavour, only you know.

O express ang
ost of the time, 3

to representative

EVGSim Wagha
AMAAN Development Organiztion

ﬁ{\éasim wagha@yahoo.com
February 2006 / 8 Phagan 2062 B
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The Kihals & Mores

[ Area: Wetlands of Indus downstream Chashma barrage to
Taunsa Barrage, Seraiki Vaseb (Southern Punjab). ]

Background: Whether it was the British exploitation of |oca|
resources and/or the politics of ‘property claims' after
partition of Indian Subcontinent (1947), the commons in the
form of land and forests were the ultimate target. These
commons, land, forests and fish were, in fact, the livelihood
base of the indigenous people who were scattered in
formation due to their ecological friendly livelihoods. The
Partition, herein Pakistan, turned into a process of

encroachment over and taxing of local population's
sustenance base i.e. riverine lands, forests and fish. This

same happened with the indigenous minorities of Indus, of
which the Kihals & Mors are few such groups.

The Kihals and Mores are indigenous group of riverine
people of middle Indus valley. Fishing, crafting the riverine
forests into baskets, cages, sheds etc, and harvesting
labour are major means of their living. Fish and other river
food once made 60% their total food. They used to travel up
and down and shift on east and west of river Indus
according to their livelihood and cultural needs. The river
kept them as a group and connected them from upstream to
downstream. They had a distinct culture and used to create
and celebrate with pride. Both these groups are one and the
same in terms of livelihood making, but surely they would
have diversity in their social and cultural behaviours.

Self Perception: They consider, and therefore call
themselves, as “Children of the River” (darya-dey—poongeyJ-
Both these riverine communities are Muslim converts, an
hence introduce themselves as Sheikh (Muslim conver!) f
among Muslims they identify themselves as ‘Followers ©

-

Imam Shafi - (Rehmat-ullah-Eleah), who was one of 1"
éstablished four Imams in Islam. According to his leacrqt;ge

People may- eat anything to live whether it is 10
(Katchoon), Indus dolphin (Bulehnn), Kumhi etc, whic
forbidden for eating according to other Imams.

h are

R
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Community Meetings
at Beit mMandhrakalan, Kukarein & Thoa Fazal

Do you still eat kumhi and kachhoon (female and

male rortoise)”?
uhammad Hussain ('Beil Thala Balo Raam, river Indus):
%e do not eat kumhi (female tortoise). In neighbgljr)ih
Mr’aﬂf( as sr—::t of- ten plus huts), there are few who still ezﬂ
) We riverine p‘eople believe in Imam Shafi (Rahmet-
ileh), who said "One can eat kumhi and in fact every

jverine food if there is nothing to eat for days.

So you believe in Imam Shafi (Rahmet-ullah-ileh)?

Muhammad Hussain: Yes, this is our religion or belief. Itis
said (a myth) that from sky a knife fell in the river and hence
fish become _admissible (eatable), crocodile became
admissible, but kachhoon and kumhi (male and female
wortoise) refused the knife, and hence Were declared un-
lawful (not eatable). But according to Imam Shafi one can
still eat kachhoon, kumhi when no other food available.

Q.

Q: Who owns thesée riverine lands?

Ghulam Farid: Around the river, the land is in control of
government and army, N0 one else. Local landlords, with

government's patronage, @ and cultivate these
lands illegally. Although we live here on these lands, but the

government or army can ask us to leave any time. Because
we are poor and weak, SO W€ request them (the army

lgovernment) let us live.

Q. Who owns this water or this river Indus?

Sohnmam Farid: River is in control of those Who have
T structed. these dams, canals, barrages and bridges.
ey have caught the river (darya koon catch keeti kharren),

gindh, anywhere:

an :
hg ;ﬁn shift or turn it to Kashmir, Punjab,
ave full control over the river.

Scanned with CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Once the Indus was a great river, stretched from D | Khap
on its west to Darya Khan on the east, near Budhaey Faqir
A big ship used to sail from D | Khan to Budhaey Faq
where there was a shrine and people used to go for
pilgrimage. Now, the Indus is almost dry. In the past, it was
a great river and used to flow here and there, towards
Manjokien, Bhakar, Layyah and Taunsa. At present the
river has abandoned the Bhakar and Layyah and flows only
towards Lal Esan Karor and Taunsa.

Q. Compared to past, how much river is left?

Ghulam Farid: Two-third (2/3) of the river Indus is gone,
only one-third (1/3) is left, the one flowing near D | Khan city.

Q. Where that two-third of the river is gone?

Ghulam Farid: The two-third of Indus is gone into canals.
There are canal here and there, you know that — one is
flowing to Jhang (Chashma — Jehlum Link Canal), another
one flowing to Proa, Marrhein and Taunsa (Chashma Right
Bank Canal). One third of our river is drawn into Chashma-
Jehlum link canal, and another on-third into this Chashma
Right Bank Canal (CRBC); only one-third is left for us. If
there were no dams and canals, the Indus would have been
here and there, everywhere.

Q. O.K. Land belongs to the government, watert :2
controlled by those who build dams and canals. Wha
yours or what are left with?

Ghulam Farid: We have this work (weaving b-tjlskels_rahﬂadt
cages), we have this kuli (huts), we live on riversides. Bt
Is it. The government is kind to let us live on rwe.rSlde:de
not kind enough to allot us few marlas of land on riversioe:

nol
Let me tell you a story. We are poor people anirﬁf’y do
have guns for security but dogs. You know the;-l er, ridind
exercises in riverine areas, Last year, an army OL:: o him
a horse, passed along our huts. Our dogs bar me angd)
and made him and his hors run. The officer beca d

and ordered us to leave our homes (Uts).
his boss that we are poor people, do s
live except these riverine lands on T

6 _—
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R

where we inhibit for centuries. The boss was a kind
I(hi';)n He called the officer and asked him to say sorry to
e .

P rand that these Kihals are also God's creatures, let them
US»

|iVe ‘here' Jede e ko ok

q: You live along D | Khan city for a long time. Has its
opulation increased or same?

gona Khan (Beit Mandhra Kalaan, near Rangpur): The
opulation has, increased since th'e construction of canals.
For example, due to Chashma Right Bank Canal (CRBC)
the whole Damaan area has become mu.ch populated
(Damaan—the area between Suleman mountain on the west
and river Indus on its east, roughly from District D | Khan to
District Rajanpur). You go to kutcha (low lying areas of
Indus), a lot of people have settled in there. The landlords
in Damaan area have become prosperous due to canals.
Now due to CRBC they produce huge amount of wheat.

Q: Who cultivate the riverine lands?

Sona Khan: Not we, but the neighbouring landlords who
claim the riverine lands and forests as their ancestral
properties. Due to extraction of water into canals the river
Indus is abandoning riverine lands. The neighbouring
landlords encroach these abandoned lands and cultivate
cash crops, and hence do not allow us to live on these
lfands. Previous these lands were occupied by river and
orests of kanb and kanh.

LD

:ingergtas" most of the lands were lying as commons. The
"ighbouﬁs were low. But after the arrival of canals, the
Paying brinbg landlords get documents of ownership, by
nds. (i ?Sjo patwaris, cut the forests and cultivate these
acknow| act, m‘Ost of these lands were always used and
: Wv%dged as ‘commons’).

|andl0rds'_? re these lands ancestral right / property of these

; han:
Clly werg o - NO- IN fact, these riverine lands near D | Khan

'andIOrds aé) rg Perty of Nawab of Tank before partition. The
€yond their rights and encroach these lands

b 7
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and forests as their own, which are in fact o liveli

They pay huge sum to patwaris or revenye de; Ihoog
from Rs.50,000/- to Rs.1,00,000~-. We can nof o ment
amount, hence without any documentary right 1o |an§a“ this

Q: People are encroaching these riverine lands wh
YOU? ! y dOn']

Sona Khan: In fact, in times of Sadar Ayub Khan (Gpy
Martial Law Administrator 1958-62, and Pres; i |e:
Pakistan 1962-1969), the lands rates were low. At tha tim0
we were children. Had our elders been sensible, we Womg
have bought some lands, or got documents from Patwaris,

Q: Were these lands used for cultivation ever before?

Sona Khan: No. There was no settlement on the riversies
For example, there was no settlement near Commissioner
Colony, D | Khan. Just we were there to live.

Q: What happened now?
Sona Khan: The encroachments, cultivation & construction.

Q: If the riverside is encroached by landlords,
government and army, where would you go?

Sona Khan: Good question. Yes, the landlords encroach
the riverine lands on the west (D | Khan side) as well as on
the east (Layyah side) as their ancestral lands. Then theré
is the government and army who claim riverine lands 2
‘state lands’. Where can we go? But we can not fight wilh
the government or army; we are poor people. Only i
powerlul can fight against the government and army; the;ie
powerful people call the patwaris and get the owners as
documents as they wish. Poor people like us can "‘Mm
the bribes and so get nothing. You give money 10 Pé is the
or Tehsildars, you would get the lands. Today money s, bul
only criteria. Poor have nothing to gain in this busnﬂexi lime.
to loose. Poor have nothing to spare or save for i oming
It we have food for dinner, we do not have food for ml havé

and vice virsa. We do not have jobs. We d0 % s

property. We are compelled to live on begging-
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L e

- a lot of rich people in D | Khan, Rangpur, Layyah
nere are ~eighbouring cities, but they have no sympathy for
an o!hen They share their generosity with each other but
poo! ‘-lil;eme'poor' They fill their own tummies.
nOf wi

Do you remember since when such encroachments

r1:d land busin€ss began?

’ Khan: This began in President Ayub Khan time.
T that riverine lands were free from any claim or
i hme:nt. The land rates were too low to sell lands.
encroasc soon as Bhutoo became president of Pakistan
Bmmaa Ali Bhutoo 1970 — 1977), the lands suddenly
ga%ogne precious, and people began encroaching the lands

which were in fact commons, in our use.
) ' ok Kk k& ok k ok h g ok

Q. You men go to nearby towns or cities for daily
wages, what do your women do?

Pathanna (Beit Mochiala, Tibbi Kaura Khan Qaisrani):
Women? Nothing special. They stay at home, do cooking,
washing and child rearing. They harvest and clean the
kanb, and make baskets and cages. The also do seasonal
labour of harvesting crops.

Q:  What about the size of river Indus, is it the same
loday as it was in the past?

Eathanna: No, no. In past, Indus had plenty of waters.
Uthat great Indus is no more.

Q:
What happened to its waters?

Diem ;
standﬁméa:“'-rhoa Fazal): | tell you - there is a huge ship
front, N Chashma Barrage, which sucks the water from

turns it j _
1S is v:ns 'Ith'”t‘? sand and throw it out from the its back.
eVeryd‘-ﬂy_ Y the river Indus is getting smaller and smaller

K

+ Dam .
E'mosl IWo-thj}dbarrages.and canals have in fact dried it —
a"ages_ of the river is gone into these dams and

ik

S
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isease or illness? Do
ou treat any dise you go to
Q: ty:ngS;k’_ms (Areovedics), or make your own medicines?
doctors,

_ Beit Thoriala, Tibbi Kaura Khan Qaisranj).
Aashiq Hduszfr’;rr:t(s had their own treatments. They used) to
our grag s? (local) medicines e.g. phaki (powder Jike
make ema de from local plants), rati booti (a local req
medicmiﬂassage of oil of blind Indus dolphin and other fish
lant). collent treatment of many diseases. The fat of
was ?j)i(le was very useful for many health problems, and
%223 more medicines. | have forgot the names.

Q: Do you still make such medicines?

Aashiq Hussain: No. We can not. Because now there are
no dolphins, no crocodiles in the river any more. Many fish
species have become extinct. Also, ldue to felling of riverine
forests for cultivation, many precious plants have also
become extinct. What to make medicines of?

Q:  Where the dolphins, crocodiles and fish are gone?

Aashiq Hussain:  The dolphins, crocodiles and a lot of
fish are now blocked in the dams and barrages. Rest of the
fish is contracted to ‘contractors’ by the government.

Community Meeting at Thala Baloo Ram

(Sitting with Gharibullah, Taja, Daema and Kaka at Thala BE}'*Jh‘?;
gam - s the sight of a small ancient Hindu Colony at the Rig
ank of the river Indus, D.I. Khan. April 2005)

Ql HOW ma C S - o
i mmunity’
Gharibullah:We g tes you have in your co

. the
‘ © have a large number of castes: some aré .
fhagg"’ Who live in Multan, some of us in Jhang; some live "
Okg::haﬂg af;ia’ near Layyah. an other of our casttals :;fis
SAeaaG: T hose who IV
the north. Yet anoth he ubhechar are t

Q. w er group is known as kumhikut.
- Who are { ;
Gharibullan; he kumhikur?

IS caste lives i h. They eat kumhi,
L.e. fem es in the South. y
ale Cranes, put ran after kumhi, that is why they aré

10
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B

N as dittakhe|
Y who live in

mhikut. Another of our castes ig know

led - -

Layyah'
hat is your caste?
@ """\we make big baskets and ca
Taé?{other major source of living.
is
What else do you eat, apart from fish?
. ionally hunt gulls. We d
a: We occasiona >- VW€ dO some other
Zlaslo- we catch and sell the tortoises to the English pe
who eat them.

ges from Kanp Fishing

jobs
ople,

o. Dothe English people come here?
Taja: They used to come here in the past, but not now.

. What about the price of one tortoise?

Taja: About Rs. 100/- which was a huge money at that
tme. In the past, there used to be a large number of
tortoise. But now there are few to be found/ we used to
catch Gavialis Palustris (battery) and crocodiles (sisars).

Q. What did you do of sisars?
Taja: We ate them.

Q. Do you eat this food now? '

Taja:  No, not now, only in the past. Their strong and
durable skin is also sold at a very high price, which runs into
millions!

Q'. How did you sail your boats before a peter machine\.}8ry
3Ja: We, used to sail our boats with oars. It was

i ith
E"Brgy consuming job to sail the boats Into deep waters Wi
ars.,

be ‘e fiN ter
Q. What do you do now if the diesel is finished or pe

T e out of order?

Fa'la: We sail our boats with oars Wh

Sl:‘ . Look, there are dhonday, i-e. ST2
led with oars.

en the diesel i
Il boats which aré
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Q. How many types of boats you use? |
Taja: We use many kind of boats. The largest is calleqd

berra, and the other kinds are berri, hoorra, ya ali da bberra
that is also called daga. yet anothgr is called kishtra or
batela. Batela is of two kinds: the t_ng batela a_nd .the small
batela. the smallest of all our boats is called chimti, in which

only one person can sit.

Q. And what about the size of each of these boats?
Daema: The beriis 20 feet long; hoora 13 or 14 feet long;
daga 17 or 18 feet long; batela 8 feet' long or 10 to 11 feet
long; chimti 5 to 6 feet long. its front Is narrow and back is
wider. dhoonda is the pet boat of the Sindhi fishermen, who
use it for fishing and it can take only one person. the fish
are also of many kinds, such as mujoo or mujahid fish,
dambbra, meri, singara, khhaga, which of two sub-kind
black khaga or pahari khaga and the wild khaga. Khagais a
local fish. the other kinds are: malhi, gudoo, goj or snake
fish, poonga or small fish, taprra, sarya, bata, dabhi, etc.

Q. Which fish do you like most?

Daema: | like singara which is a thorn less fish. mujo,
malhi, snake fish, gudoo, saria are also thorn less fish. Bati
is a very large fish and has very long thorns. The legend is
that a kadoo (Pumpkin) was thrown into river, at it turned
into fish. Thus all the fish came from kndoo. (mujahid fish
— During the Zia-ul-Haq time, a large sized Chinese fish
called mujahid or mujoo was introduced in the River Indus to
boost fish business. This fish live on small fish, and hence
many local fish species become extinct.)

Q. What ig the size of mujoo fish?

Daema: |t |§ very large probably equal to 30 or 40 fish.
(During the conversation, some of the men came out of the hut
and set out to the city. Taja told that they were going to the elders

to settle a dispute. A Kihal boy has done some wrong to a Kihal

ar ’-_ Because, it is considered a moral crime, so it deserve
punishment.) :
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Q. Will the punishment be assessed by your own elders or
by the police?

Daema: Al first, the biradari (elders of the community) will
try to settle the dispute. If the parties do not agree to it, then
the case goes to police.

Q. Are such dispute a matter of routine among you or rare?

Daema: Such disputes are a matter of routine. The parties,
however submit to the decision of the elders.

Q. What is the usual punishment, or fine imposed the elders
on such occasions?

A. Often the guilty has to give his sister or daughter in
marriage to the aggrieved party. But a guilty of some
heinous crime is put to death. Sometimes, the guilty is
deprived of “the title or honour” as a punishment or fine.

Q. Who, among you, holds has the turban of honour, rich or
elderly? \
Kaka: The man whose head the turban of honour is placed,

is generally an elderly man, who is the elder of a large
family. This turban of honour gives him the power to decide
various matters and disputes among the brethren. Such a
person must have a miani, and is called Malik.

Q. What do you mean by miani? _
Kaka: Miani means a set of 10 or more huts (family).

Q. How, is your marriage system?

Muhammad Hussain: It is usually a matter of give and
lake (vata sata). The family that gives its daughter in
marriage to another family, gets one of their daughter in
Marriage for itself. This is an old, very old custom among us.
Some castes or races sell their daughters and sisters for
Money to others, but we don't.

Q. Which one does so? .
Uhammad Hussain: This caste group is called Dharanja.

13
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Q. Is Dharanja caste group among you?
mMuhammad Hussain: No, no, they are separate one

Q. Do you have any relation with them?
A. No.

Q. Do they also live on the river-bank?
Muhammad Hussain: No, they live in the upper areas anq
collect bones.

Q. What do they do with the bones, they collect?
Muhammad Hussain: They sell them. In past, they used to
catch jackals, killed them and sold their skins. But now
there is no demand of jackal's skin. They also used to catch
lquanas (Goh) and sell their skin. Now they collect tin. Iron
canes, plastic bottles and shoes to sell.

A Lt

Q. Why do you have rd colour on your dress?

Muhammad Hussain: Red is the bridal colour; the colour
of the dress of bride and bride-groom. It is one of our old
customs to throw red liquid colour on the dresses of those
who attend the marriage festivities.

Q. Which ornaments you give 10 the bride-groom 0n
marriage?

Muhammad Hussain: These include: Popa, dholan,
tavetrian (amulet), Cheelkan, Mathri, Pan, Jhapey rings,
bangles etc.

Q: Who initiates the marriage matters, bride’s family or bride
groom'’s?

Muhammad Hussain: One or two elders Of the bride-
groom’s family go to the house (hut) of the bride’s family 10
ask for their daughter in marriage. When the marriage nas
been decided, then the elders of the bride-groom's famiy
visit the house of the bride.

I?Iu :OW much are the usual expenses of a marriage?
iz ammad Hussain: The usual expenses of a marriagé
near about 5000/- if the marriage dinner O lunc

14
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Wwalema) is added to it the expense

{6000/~ or 18000/~ ® Ome 1o round aboyt

q. How do you go (travel) from one bank to the other bank
of the river? . :

: In the past, w
muhammad Hussain: In the past, we useq to travel b
poat-bridge (Kontaan Aali Pul). But now we travel bg }ES
motor-boats. Our such travgl are for attending various
cultural functions of brethren, including cultura games, such
as shanjha etc.

Q. What is Shanjha?

Muhmmmad Hussain: That is a game of run-and-catch
Two athletes run on the sandy ground a third one to catch
him before he covers the specified distance.

Q. What is Thuee Mela (fair)?

A: We draw a circle. We divide the player in fifty-fifty i.e. if
there are total 40, then each party will get 20 players. One
parlg stay inside the circle. Other party players come
funning in the circle, slap the player in side the circle and
'Un outside. The one inside the circle tires to catch them,
and if he succeeds, he will win an come out of the circle,
and the caught-one gets inside the circle and so on.

Q How do you play hide-and-seek here, while here there
4 no places 1o hige?

A:
h;de:]P' lhere are many pits are cavities here. If one cleverly
N them, no one can find him easily.

Th
I de Cultural Festival or the Indigenous Minorities of

. 5 Pir Inayt Shah, Fatehpur, 23 March, 2005

u

| Ka:; I(T;mad Qasim: We used to make big baskets from
- the t:i(cane ke plant) and earn our living by selling those
thig SOUr)é Ul evil arrival of machines has deprived us from

Kan foree ° living. Earlier we could freely harvest the

nW"'t’ed) il from the lands of Kucha (the land of the

of es“”'g lhu‘l OW the cruel landowners forbid us from
rwe“h%d * local plant from their lands! Thus this source

S 90ne too! These landowners have bought
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their own boats, and keep servant to paddle the
forbid us to sail our boats. So this third source o
has also been denied to us! The government
turned a deaf ear to our humble appeals for certajn rights
over Patan (the beach) while the land — owners shoulg
cultivate the Kutcha land as usual. Now we have tg pay a
high price of Kanb, Kanh and Koondr (all species of the jocy
cane) to the landowners.

n'!- They
f INCome
has also

Haleema Maee: The local landlords who allows Us to settle
on their lands, ask us for many unlawful / illegal and hard

services. If we refuse to offer these services, we are at once
kicked out!

Zarina Bibi: We are Musalies. We are poor. Our men vole
to the urbar people but they don't give us lands to set
homes. Instead, these urban people abuse our daughters
and sisters. God has created us, but we have no
recognition / right, neither in this world or in the heaven (as
we hav no education to recite Holly Quran and prey to God).

Bashir: | also belong to Musali community. We weave
chhajj ( a household goods, made of sar (a local plant). We
also make lot of toys and sell these crafts from street 10
street. But there are very little forest left; people clear the
forest and cultivate these lands with cash crops. Th':
situation has. deprived us from our livelihoods. NOW W
have to go to cities to find daily wages.

Phaphul Maee: Our forefathers had large tracts of laﬂ;jc il:
moza Dargaee. We went to the patvari it 01 our
concerned) and asked him to officially mark q:‘Jl the
ancestral lands. In response, he asked us 10 b"e?ders.
genealogical tree of our family or the names of OEU rrlier the
so that he could identify and mark out our lands. |an (the
landlords used to allow us to cultivate the Kucha a candh
land of river-bed), but since the coming of ChaSh,T allow V2
they alone cultivating those lands, they do not eue

now 1o live in those lands.

TETAEE RS i
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community Meeting at Beit Kulachi, Nutkani

Q. What is the price of Kanb now a days?

Magqsood Maee: Now the good Kanb is not available. And
a5 we poor people cannot do without Kanb, so, we request
he landowners to let us cultivate some of their land. We
yvant to cultivate some of their land. We want to cultivate
heir lands not happily, but because of our poverty, because
ve have no other source of earning: we hope that if God
Joses one door of income, he opens another. Alas, there is
Jothing left in the Beits although we are low, weak, ignorant
and poor people, yet the landlords do not give us their lands
or cultivation due to baseless fear that if they once allow us
o cultivate their lands, we will occupy them forever!

2 You told me of some land that you have cultivated, is
hat land government property?

Mushtaq Hussain: Yes that piece of about 70 acres is
jovernment property. It was forest; first | cleaned it, and
hen cultivated it. When we set our huts, the army-men saw
is and with the Same baseless fear, as that of landlords,
heir officers ordered us to quit immediately. They were
sowerful; we were weak. So, we had to obey them.
According to them army had acquired that land on lease or
sontract: thus all our hard work and expenses on that land
1ave gone to influential. Some of our neighbors are still
\ere; but they are also being compelled by the army to quit!

Q. Was that a deserted piece of land?
A: It was moorland. We cleaned it, and cultivated peas and

adish on it. We were sure that the produce would make us
Juite prosperous. We did not know that all our hard work
and expenditure was to go to these powerful encroachers.

Q. Have you complained or appealed against the high
Nandedness of army?

"A' They were powerful, we were weak. How could we
Somplain or appeal against them and to whom?  However,
lhe government does not recover its land from the powerful
and influentjal. But we, who are poor and week, have been

Made to quite immediately!
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i Children at DAMAAN school
Kihal children want to be in schools just like these

> |
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